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THE BEGINNING
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SCRIPTORIUM COURSE
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THE INTERNET RESOURCES – ”DITA” SEARCH
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Book for anyone who wants to learn how to 

create PDFs using DITA Open Toolkit 

without learning everything there is to know 

about XSL-FO, XSLT or Xpath, or even 

about the DITA Open Toolkit itself.

BOOKS
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FIRST ATTEMPTS – THE ”DOG” STORY
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THE BIG PICTURE

INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

PDF PUBLISHING

CUSTOM PLUGIN
BEAMEX LOOK&FEEL
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DITA BASICS



COMPLEXITY
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SEARCH FOR THE TRAINING PROVIDER
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FIRST TRAINING

Days 1-2 – DITA XML and Information Architecture

Days 3-4 – XSLT and XPath training
• Getting s tarted with XSLT s tylesheet development 
• How to use XPath to access any node in the XML node tree 
• How to create and call templates 
• Creating output 
• XSL-FO for PDF output 
• Centra lized maintenance through property sets 
• Reuse: variables; named templates; functions
• How to use conditions to control flow in templates 
• Techniques for grouping, sorting and recursion 
• How to include/import other stylesheets 
• Advanced topics: numbering; analyzing strings; keys 

Day 5 – Fundamentals of Dita Open Toolkit
• Programming Skills Needed (ANT, XSLT, XSLT-FO, CSS) 
• Archi tecture (ANT, build files, plugins) 
• XHTML pipeline & modifying output (XSLT, CSS) 
• PDF pipeline & modifying output (XSL-FO) 
• Scoping and Planning Development Projects 
• Introduction to DITA Open Toolkit skills, versions, and installation 
• Overview of the DITA Open Toolkit including output types, architecture, languages, configuring, extending and customizing the DITA Open Toolkit 
• Customizing the DITA Open Toolkit covering extension points, parameters, creating new plugins and coding conventions and limitations 
• An introduction to ANT, XSLT and CSS programming required for the DITA Open Toolkit 
• A hands-on look at the XHTML plugin pipeline 
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THE FIVE STAGES OF DITA-BASED PDF PUBLISHING

Demystifying DITA to 
PDF publishing 

by Sarah O’Keefe
Scriptorium Publishing
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FIRST SUPPORT TICKETS
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THE ”FIGURE TITLE” ISSUE AGAIN
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<!-- Output the corrected string -->
<xsl:call-template name="removeFinalFullStop">
<xsl:with-param name="inputString" select="."/>
</xsl:call-template>
<xsl:template name="removeFinalFullStop">
<!-- "inputString" is the original string to check -->
<xsl:param name="inputString"/>
<xsl:choose>
<!-- Check if the last character of the string is '.' -->
<xsl:when test="substring($inputString, string-length($inputString), 1) = '.'">
<!-- Output string up to the last character -->
<xsl:value-of select="substring($inputString, 1, string-length($inputString)-1)"/>
</xsl:when>
<xsl:otherwise>
<!-- Output the original string -->
<xsl:value-of select="$inputString"/>
</xsl:otherwise>
</xsl:choose>
</xsl:template>



MULTIPLE ROLES
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FIRST MODIFICATIONS AND MY FIRST PLUGIN
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WORKSHOP
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FIRST TRAINING
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WHERE ARE WE NOW
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5. oXygen resources:
- Forum
- Documentation

IN RETROSPECT

1. Good decision to hire consultant
2. oXygen XML is a great tool:
- Find in files
- Comparison tool
3. Locating attribute is crucial
4. Test, test, test
5. oXygen resources:
- Forum
- Documentation
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FINAL CONCLUSIONS
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THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?

Justyna Hietala
justyna.hietala@gmail.com
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